GUIDELINES
For the allocation of research grants within the Trainee Network of the Helmholtz
Information & Data Science Academy (HIDA)

Preamble
The Helmholtz Association of German Research Centres (Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft Deutscher
Forschungseinrichtung e.V.) would like to systematically foster junior researchers within an exchange
program.
Within the framework of the Trainee Network of the Helmholtz Information & Data Science Academy
(HIDA), the Helmholtz Association would like to offer young talented researchers who have a
connection to information and data science the opportunity to conduct interdisciplinary research during
a short-term stay at a Helmholtz Center, in order to strengthen their own competencies and to enrich
the Helmholtz Association’s portfolio of methods and research. To support a research stay as a part
of the HIDA Trainee Network, the hosting Helmholtz Center (Host Center) awards research grants.

§ 1 Purpose of the Grant

(1) Postdocs and

The research grant serves to support a
research stay at a Helmholtz Center with a
focus on information or data science within the
framework of the HIDA Trainee Network and
provides financial support to cover living
expenses during the period of the grant stay.

(2) postgraduates with at least three years of
professional research experience.

§ 2 Eligibility, Requirements
The program is primarily aimed at researchers
who work at a Helmholtz Center belonging to
the Helmholtz Association and who are
transferring to another Helmholtz Center for the
duration of their planned research stay. In
addition, researchers from national or
international university or non-university
(inter)national institutions are also entitled to
participate.
Funding will be provided for
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The planned research project at the host
Helmholtz Center must clearly have a
connection to information and/or data science.
The recipient of the research grant will receive
a leave of absence from the sending institution.
The possibility of a tax-free grant is excluded if
a status of active employment is in existence
during the period of the grant stay.

§ 3 Status of the Grant Recipient
During their research stay, grant recipients
carry out their research work in cooperation
with the respective Helmholtz Center.
The recipient of the grant is not obligated to
deliver any particular research in return or
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perform specific employment tasks while
carrying out their research work within the
HIDA Trainee Network.

certificate and proof of childcare at the
temporary place of residence.

§ 5 Application
§ 4 Duration and Amount
The grant stay is limited between one and three
months and must be used in a single period:
(1) The grant will be awarded for a maximum
period of three months.
(2) The grant is paid monthly at the end of the
month. The basic amount of the grant is
2,860.00 EUR. The amount is calculated so
that it adequately covers the living expenses of
the grant recipient and acts as an incentive to
pursue further scientific training at the host
Helmholtz Center.
(3) Additionally, without need of application and
proof, a mobility allowance of 400.00 EUR per
month will be granted as a subsidy for
conference and research trips or journeys
home, etc.
(4) In addition, further allowances can be paid
upon request:


Health insurance allowance in the amount
of
400.00 EUR
per
month
upon
presentation of appropriate proof of health
insurance coverage.



Rent allowance of 800.00 EUR per month
for renting a temporary secondary
residence upon presentation of a copy of
the rental contract of both the current and
future residence.



Child allowance of 400.00 EUR per month
for bringing along a minor child
(100.00 EUR for each additional child) on
presentation of a corresponding birth
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Note: The call for submitting applications for
research grants within the HIDA Trainee
Network is published several times a year at
stipulated time periods to ensure a fair and
competitive selection process. A grant will only
be awarded on application. Applications must
be submitted in proper form and in time to the
designated recipient as stated in the call for
grant applications.
Applications should be sent directly to the
Helmholtz Association’s HIDA Office (using an
online application portal) and must include an
outline of the planned research project, a
confirmation of support by the supervisor at the
sending center, and a confirmation from the
supervisor at the hosting Helmholtz Center.

§ 6 Application and Selection Procedure
Note: Exact details of the application are listed
separately on the HIDA website and will be
requested during the application process via an
online application tool.
All applications are checked by the HIDA Office
to ensure that they are completed and
admissible (preselection). Participants are then
selected by a selection committee on the basis
of the application documents submitted. The
selection committee is appointed by the HIDA
Steering Committee, which is composed of
representatives of the Helmholtz research
fields and the Data Science Graduate Schools
of HIDA (HIDSS).
The grant is awarded in particular on the basis
of the applicant’s letter of motivation or
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statement of objectives, the quality and
originality of the project, and its basic feasibility
within the timeframe of the planned research
stay. Furthermore, a connection to data or
information science and the added value for
the research portfolio of the Helmholtz
Association must be clearly evident.
Note: The members of the selection committee
as well as the award criteria that will be used in
the selection process will be published on the
HIDA website.

§ 7 Approval
The research grant is approved and paid for by
the hosting center in coordination with the
HIDA Office of the Helmholtz Association.

§ 8 Personal Report; Certificate
At the end of the exchange, grant recipients are
required to write a personal account of their
experience (within three months of the end of
the stay). After receiving the report, the HIDA
Office will send out a certificate certifying
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participation and receipt of the grant within the
HIDA Trainee Network.

§ 9 Tax Exemption
Grants are tax-exempt, provided that the
requirements of § 3 number 44 of the Income
Tax Act are met. A statutory opinion (can be
provided on request) principally certifies the tax
exemption of this grant within the HIDA Trainee
Network. We would like to point out that grant’s
tax exemption status is subject to individual
audit by the relevant tax office in the context of
the examination of the grant holder’s tax return.

§ 10 Miscellaneous
The Helmholtz Association reserves the right to
make changes and additions to these
guidelines.

§ 11 Effective Date
These Guidelines shall enter into force on the
day following their publication.
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